
 

          Media contact: 
Brooke Kelly 

 MP&F Strategic Communications 
bkelly@mpf.com 

615-259-4000 
 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSIC TO OPEN JAN. 18, 2021 
Ribbon-cutting, member preview scheduled week of MLK Day 

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Dec. 7, 2020) – The National Museum of African American Music 
(NMAAM) will officially open on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, Jan. 18. On that day, 
the museum will host a socially distant ribbon-cutting ceremony with museum board members, 
staff, elected officials and community leaders at the entrance to the museum located at the corner 
of Fifth Avenue and Broadway in downtown Nashville. 
 
Museum members will have the opportunity to tour the museum during Members Preview 
Weekend on Saturday, Jan. 23, and Sunday, Jan. 24, and the museum will open to the public the 
following weekend, on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021. Tours will initially follow a weekend schedule 
and will be held on Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
 
Those wishing to visit the museum should visit the website, www.NMAAM.org, to stay updated 
on when tickets will become available. 
 
“NMAAM is complete!” said NMAAM President and CEO H. Beecher Hicks III. “We have 
been preparing for this day for more than 20 years, but this museum has actually been more than 
400 years in the making. We look forward to welcoming music lovers from around the world to 
this magnificent cultural experience. We also want to thank the thousands of people who have 
supported us along the way, as we prepare to celebrate the history of African American music, 
which truly is the soundtrack of our nation.”  
 
In honor of MLK Day, the museum is partnering with Nashville-based Interdenominational 
Ministers Fellowship to celebrate the museum’s opening as part of IMF’s MLK Jr. Day program.  
 
COVID-19 Precautions 
 
Given the escalating threat of COVID-19 in recent days, the museum will be allowing a limited 
number of visitors inside the facility, and those visits will be scheduled only on weekends for the 
foreseeable future. Masks or face coverings will be required for entrance, and guests will be 
asked to remain socially distant.  
 
Once safety precautions can be relaxed, tickets to the museum will be made available for 
purchase on the museum’s website for designated timeslots that allow for new tours to start 
every 30 minutes. The pricing is $24.95 for adult general admission, $18.75 for students and 
teachers with ID and senior citizens, $13.50 for museum guests ages 7–17, and free for visitors 6 
years old and under. Three-day individual passes can be purchased for $37.50 for anyone of any 
age.   



 
To purchase group tickets, email nmaam@clearbrook-hospitality.com or call 615-393-6971. 
 
Museum Features  
 
Anchoring the new downtown mixed-use development Fifth + Broadway, the 56,000-square-foot 
museum is the only museum in the world dedicated to preserving and celebrating more than 50 
music genres and styles that were created, influenced or inspired by African Americans, 
including spirituals, blues, jazz, gospel, R&B, and hip hop.  
 
With more than 1,500 artifacts, objects, memorabilia and clothing, along with state-of-the-art 
technology, each of the museum’s seven galleries is designed to share a different narrative and a 
unique perspective on African American music and history.  
 
Special Thanks to Partners 
 
NMAAM is proud to partner with several companies that have stepped up to make the museum 
experience memorable, including: 
 
Xperi (TiVo): The digital entertainment technology company provided data to power the Roots 
and Streams interactive platform featured in each museum gallery, allowing visitors to learn 
more about the artists whose music influenced all contemporary genres.  
 
“Through our partnership with the museum, we’ve documented thousands of musicians, 
categorized by their sounds and styles,” said Allen Schrott, senior director of Music Products for 
TiVo/Xperi. “We hope visitors will enjoy learning about the expansive roster of ground-breaking 
artists who have influenced some of today’s biggest hit-makers.” 
 
Under Armour: The sports apparel and equipment company has partnered with the museum to 
provide UA SPORTSMASKs, apparel and footwear for the museum staff. 
 
“Music and sports have long intersected, and Under Armour is proud to honor the creators of 
African American music who’ve made indelible marks on our history and culture,” said Stacey 
Ullrich, head of Global Community Impact at Under Armour. “Our partnership with NMAAM 
has been based in the shared belief of celebrating and honoring culture while also providing an 
immersive learning experience about the past to create a better future. As the staff at the National 
Museum of African American Music opens their doors, we could not think of a better 
opportunity to ensure they were supported with Under Armour performance products to welcome 
visitors.”  
 
Clearbrook Hospitality: The Nashville-based hospitality group has partnered with the museum 
to oversee all group ticket sales. Since Clearbrook began group ticket sales, more than 80,000 
museum tickets have been pre-purchased. 
 
“Creating unforgettable VIP experiences in Music City is what we do, and NMAAM is a world-
class museum that will broaden our city’s entertainment and educational offerings,” said Ric 



Olsen, Clearbrook Hospitality president. “We look forward to working with groups around the 
world to book their museum tours.” 
 
 
The Road to Opening 
 
Getting to opening day has been a long journey that has involved many museum supporters. The 
original idea for the museum was conceived in 1998 when Nashville community leaders Francis 
Guess and Dr. T.B. Boyd were inspired to start a Nashville museum honoring African American 
cultural contributions. The concept grew into a national museum and eventually one focused on 
African American music and its impact on American society and culture. With the support of the 
Nashville Convention and Visitors Corporation, the city of Nashville, the Music City Center and 
hundreds of generous financial supporters, the museum’s ultimate vision has finally been 
realized. After readjusting opening plans due to COVID-19, the NMAAM staff has completed 
exhibition installations and is poised to welcome visitors from around the world. Updates on the 
availability of tickets can be found at www.nmaam.org.   
 
About NMAAM  
The National Museum of African American Music, set to open Jan. 18, 2021, will be the only 
museum in the world dedicated solely to preserving African American music traditions and 
celebrating the central role African Americans have played in shaping American music. Based in 
Nashville, Tenn., the museum will share the story of the American soundtrack by integrating 
history and interactive technology to honor the musical heroes of African American music of the 
past and the present. For more information, please visit www.blackmusicmuseum.org.   
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